
VIOLENCE POTENTIAL ASSESSMENT 
 

Associated Features of Previous Violence Individual Acts of Violence 
  1 2 3 4 5 6 
  #V Score #V Score #V Score #V Score #V Score #V Score 
 1) Date of violence or serious threat (month/year).             
 2) Injury to the victim (* see instructions at bottom of 

table): 
-- ---- -- ---- -- ---- -- ---- -- ---- -- ---- 

  a. Verbal or physical intimidation of victim 
(Weight=4.9) 

            

  b. Intimidation by weapon (5.6)             
  c. Minor harm (1.47)             
  d. Treated and discharged (8.53)             
  e. Hospitalized (11.98)             
  f. Killed (35.67)             
 3) Forced sex act (25.92)             
 TToottaall   ffoorr  eeaacchh  aacctt               
 Total Victims / Total score for all acts   -------- -------- -------- -------- 
 4) Did violent act occur in the last 2 years  

(** Y/N) 
      

 5) Relationship of victim to the accused (Y/N): -------- -------- -------- -------- -------- -------- 
  a. Stranger       
  b. Acquaintance       
  c. Family       
  d. Institutional (e.g. police, military)       
 6) Positive consequences (e.g. money, praise, peer 

approval) (Y/N) 
      

 7) Work related violence (Y/N)       
 8) Characteristics of victim (Y/N): -------- -------- -------- -------- -------- -------- 
  a. Gender (M/F)       
  b. Weighs less than accused       
  c. Shorter than accused       
  d. Alone before violence       
  e. Victim displayed weapon       
  f. Physical or mental disability/infirmity       
 9) Acknowledgement of violence (e.g. spontaneous 

statements, written confession) (Y/N) 
      

10) Apologizes for violence (Y/N)       
11) Suicidal/self-mutilative gestures in response to 

violence (Y/N) 
      

12) Accomplice present (whether the accomplice 
participated or merely observed) (Y/N) 

      

13) Weapons (one or more of the following) (Y/N): -------- -------- -------- -------- -------- -------- 
  a. Firearms       
  b. Knife       
  c. Other weapon (e.g. hammer, rope)       
  d. Weapon found at scene       
  e. Use of protected body part (e.g. victim kicked 

with boot) 
      

  f. Use of unprotected body part (e.g. hands)       
  g. Use of primitive weapons (e.g. bites, clubs victim 

with head 
      

14) Violence context characteristics (Y/N): -------- -------- -------- -------- -------- -------- 
  a. Night-time occurrence       
  b. Weekend occurrence       
  c. Private residence       
  d. Public building       
  e. Roadway or transportation system       
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  f. Property aggression involved       
15) Substance abuse (Y/N): -------- -------- -------- -------- -------- -------- 
  a. Alcohol intoxication       
  b. Other drug intoxication       
  c. Pathological intoxication (e.g. addiction)       
  e. Cessation of prescribed medication       
16) Pain cues from victim which enhanced violence 

(Y/N) 
      

17) Disrupted central love relationship (e.g. from 
intimate other) (Y/N) 

      

 
* Use the last six most recent acts of violence.  There does not have to have been an arrest or conviction for a particular 

act to be included in this assessment.  If you are using this table from the WordPerfect file, insert the number of victims in 
the appropriate blank and the program will enter the scores for you. If you are doing this by hand, multiply number of 
victims in (#V) by the weight (the number in parentheses following the injury description) to obtain score for each act's 
injury category.  Total columns for both number of victims and score for each act. 

 
**  Do not count time spent in an institution (i.e. hospital, jail, residential program, etc.) as part of the two years.  Acts 
occurring within the two year period prior to completing this assessment are more valid in predicting violence potential than older 
incidents. 


